So    GREAT EDUCATORS OF THREE CENTURIES
ing in Latin, music, philosophy, and some of the sciences."
'Through occasional wanderings he also strengthened
his love of nature and learned to sympathize with the
condition of the poor and oppressed.,, At length he and
Madame de Warens grew tired of each other, and Rous-
seau gravitated to T*aris. In this city he was forced to
earn a livelihood for himself and Therese Le Vasseur, a
coarse and stupid servant girl, with whom he lived for
the rest of his life. He thus began to develop some sense
of responsibility.
His attitude While Rousseau's days of vagabondage were now over,
blended well
with the they had left an ineffaceable * stamp upon him. His
sensitiveness, impulsiveness, love for nature, and sym-
pathy for the poor, together with his inaccurate and un-
systematic education, were ever afterward in evidence.*
And it can be seen that these characteristics of Rous-
seau blended well with a body of inchoate sentiments
and vague longings of this period that were striving for
expression." These were the days of Louis XV and royal
absolutism, when the administration of all affairs in the
kingdom was controlled nominally by the monarch, but
really by a small clique of idle and extravagant courtiers
about him. It was necessary for those who had any
desire for advancement to seek to attach themselves to
the court and adopt its elaborate rules and customs. In
consequence, a most artificial system of etiquette and
conduct had grown up everywhere in the upper class of